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rchaeologists ~ curate  assemblages
because material culture possesses
inherent value and because preserving
the past is foundational to understanding
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humanity’s heritage, diversity, and technological
evolution. Curated artifacts can also be excellent
teaching tools, and they can display items that
allow students or the public at large to connect
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with the past empirically and acquire knowledge
of it more effectively. Another reason archaeolo-
gists curate collections of artifacts is so that
any interpretations or conclusions drawn from
them can be reassessed by colleagues and then
subsequently confirmed or questioned. Finally,
archaeologists curate assemblages so that future
generations—armed with new questions, new
methods, and new technologies—can potentially
learn something about the past that was beyond
the grasp of current practitioners or previous
generations.




